DESIGH

SWING BY
FORDINNER

A couple integrate playful
design elements into their home,
including a playground swing

BY ELISABETH KALBFUSS
PHOTOGRAPHY AMD STYLIMNG:
ATEM AMD KEVIH BONGARD
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DESIGH

AT FIRST GLANCE, the kitchen in the home of
designers Azen and Kevin Bongard in Toronto’s
Beaches neighbourhood looks lovely but fairly
typical. It has a cooking zone, an island with
courster s=ating, a dining table . . . and then vou
motice it2 the macrame rope and wooden swing
that makes up one seat at their table

“We like trying fun, new things,” says
Agzen, the lead designer for Studio 8 Design.
“We wondered, ‘Is anybody going to use it?
But that’s the seat evervbody fights over”

“The kids will come sit on the swing and
talk to us while we're cooking,™ says Kevin,
the firm’ principal. “If we just had a dining
chair there, nobody would sit there. The
swing becomes a destination.™
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It can be a pgood option for children who
have a hard time sitting still, Azen says. “It's
not like we're giving big pushes on it, but it’s
amazing what 2 wonderful feeling it is; almost
calming.”

Their home serves as both a design in-
cubator and showroom for their firm, and
the swing definitely gets noticed. Azen says
they happened vo find it through one of their
regular suppliers, thought it might be cool,
and ordered three different types. A larger
rope swing and a chair model found their way
to upstairs bedrooms, and the playground
model ended up in their kitchen.
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Designers Azen and Kevin Bongard opded for
Scavoling cabinets, wich features such as bugli-in
cistowts for cooking aocessories and Hehting thet

sourps o wien the doors and drewers are opemed.
The heated, white oak foors by Grebian Fooring
Soluions have a naturaf oiled finish. Swing, table,
chairs and accessaries are from Studio § Design.
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// The swing, like inding the home itself,
was serendipity. The couple had been house
hunting in the neighbourhood for yvears until
one day they spotted a home under construc-
tion not 30 steps from where they had parked.
The outside shell was built but none of the
interior finishes were in yet. Given their de-
sign background, this meant they could make
it anything and evervihing they wanted it 1o
b “We love modern design but like things
that are more natural,” Azen savs. “Modern

can feel cold, and we wanted it to make us feel
telaxed and comfortable™ =

The double-height ceiling over the island that apens to
i second floor draws the eye upeand. The homemeners
hought fishi fioeres individually from Hollis + Morris,
and arsed 3D spftapare to carefully colwlete their
placement fo pet the look they wamied from every angle.
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The vanity's countertop is a single piece that slopes | |

inte the sink. The Caesarsione bench in the shower is
mounted into the wall. Brizo faucets: Taps.

For their cabinetry, they chose Scavolini
both for the look, and also for what Azen
calls “next level featares.” Those include such
things as custom cutoms in the drawers for
cooking utensils as well 2s integrated highting
that goes on as the drawers are opened. The
glossy white and wood-wone cabinets have in-
tegrated handles and are accented by astripof
black metal both under the countertops and
abowve the floor.
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Thee sloping roofTine on the third foor left the oeners
with fitdle ceiting height in pert of the master ensiite
Bathrvom, and made it the perfect place to it the quartz
soaker tub. The porcelain floor from Stone Tike mimics
the oak floors in the rest of the house.

Upstairs in the master ensuite bathroom,
they again chose Scavolini cabinetry for the
vanity, along with a countertop that slopes
down into the sink, all in one piece for easy
cleaning. “We wanted that exact vanity,” Azen
says, “sovwe Needed to make the Anishes work
around i

But the main feature of the room is the
quartz soaker tub. “We fell in love with
that tub when we saw it,” Kevin says. “The
contractor didn’t realize how heavy it was™
After trying to Aigure out how many people it

othomeincanado.ca

might take to carry it upstairs and how much
damage they might do with it along the way,
they pot a crane to take it to the third-floor
deck and carried it inside from there.

There’s also an extra-large shower — 42
inches by six feet 10 inches — with enough
room for a Caesarstone bench that’s mounted
into the wall. “More and more people want
elements that aren't just mice wo look at, but
functional as well,” Azen says. “Its nice when
wou have a shower big enough that that area
is not getting splashed all the time" 8
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] PUBLISHER'S LETTER
8 EDITOR'S LETTER

14 THIS JUST IM
A salection of new itema lor your home

52 FROM COMCRETE TO COZY
The shell of a small condo is transformed into an
elegant suite that's perfact for entartaining

&0 SUPERB STYLE
The nawest extracrdinary kitchen and bathroom
designs irom Scavolini

1] RESPECTFUL REMODELLING
A Halitax bathroom gets 8 makeover to betler serve a

tamily of four { | AWKWARD
78 PRACTICAL PORCELAIM [ - ND MORE

Mimicking the look of natural stone, porcelgin is & - \ designer beautifies
tough and functional alternative :

Bé THE SUSTAINABLE KITCHEH
Designer Rebecca Hay puta green principles to work
in creating & kitchen for her chents

96  DESIGN TRIO SWING ON BY

A ramily redesigns and renovates all three bathrooms

in their Toronto home A couple integrate playiul
deaign elements into their home,
102 DAWH OF A MEW DECADE including a pleyground swing
Mother Mature will be in the design spotlight in the
years ahead

104 BIG DESIGH IM A SkdALL SPACE
The redesign of a modest-sized kitchen makes use of
ayery square oot

112 A MESH OF OLD AMD HEW
A 1923 home gels a contemporary-siyle kitchen and
bathroom

118 THE LOWDOWH OH LEATHER CARE
Giving a little TLC to leather fumishings, clothes and
accessones keeps them looking pristine

0 BEACH HOUSE AESTHETIC IM A COHDO
Several approeches are artlully combined in a
Kitsilano Beach condo for a clean look

124 BEFORE AND AFTER
A home's library is transformed into a comlorteble
place for reading and conversation

128 SCAMDIMAYIAN IMFLUEMCE
A Toronto couple opts for simplicity in the redesign of
their kitchen and bathrooms

134 MORE FUNCTIONAL, MORE BEAUTIFUL
A kitchen in Steinbach, Manitoba is redesigned lara
family who love 1o cook and entertain

142 IRRESISTABLE RECIPES
The latest cookbooks offer guidance on creative cuisine

144 GATHERING PLACE
The island in 2 Winnipeg kitchen ia where the
homeowners and their guests love to hang out

152 SPA-LIKE SAMCTUARIES
Why the bathroom will be an aven bigger refuge this year

RAINBOW
Dining on loods of many
colowrs iz a path
to good health

154 RIGHTSIZING
Aitar downsizing to a condo, homeownears creete a
kitchen that has space lor everything

14 = HKITCHEH & BATH



) ity

ol
& o
(]

| Ve,
ial=
F 3
=
.-1-;
-

e II.-:.'-"'* *ﬁ I ]"'1
..I'.I'IlI 'T‘"'"u.-gr..(j ].\ ..H

1 u ezl
CO BOOKW

T

m| AYURVEDIC FOODS

L

S i
el

i
i.

|
<=
III--
AN

AHEAD#JLL;{ ,¢'

Design trends in 2020 g




	20.03.02 Feature Pg 01
	20.03.02 Feature Pg 02
	20.03.02 Feature Pg 03
	20.03.02 Feature Pg 04
	20.03.02 Feature Pg 05
	20.03.02 Feature Pg 06
	20.03.02 Feature TOC
	20.03.02 Feature Cover

