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A

small 
space,

BIG design
small footprint doesn’t have to mean a 

compromise on design. And Toronto’s Liberty Central

model suite proves just that. The 678-square-foot space is

bright, edgy and urban and uses eccentric graphics in

vibrant colours for high impact, resulting in a space that is

appealing and truly memorable.

The use of bold contrasting colours like black and

white; fuchsia and chartreuse make the space feel

grandeur. The interior designer’s play on proportions and

strong vertical and horizontal lines carried throughout

also help to visually expand the space. 

In an interview with interior designer and ARIDO 

member, Azen Bongard of Studio 8 Design, IDC’s Julia

Salerno gets an in-depth look into the high-style design of

Liberty Central’s model suite.

IDC’s Julia Salerno
speaks to Studio 8
interior designer 
Azen Bongard



Describe your creative process. What factors do you consider when
designing a space?
As interior designers, we are always looking at the world around us and finding 
inspiration in architecture, interiors, graphic design, art, furniture and much more. We
are constantly sourcing what is new and cool so that when we begin a project, we already
have a wealth of resources to draw from. When a client approaches us with a project, we
start with their needs. What is the existing space? What strengths can we build on and
what weaknesses do we need to minimize? What is the space being used for and 
by whom? As we work through the practical concerns, ideas are always gestating about
how we could make the space interesting and amazing. We always try to use creativity
and ingenuity to give our clients a space that goes beyond what they could ever have
imagined and a space that truly represents them, or their brand.

Describe some of the design elements used. Tell me about the finishes and
palettes incorporated and how they contributed to the overall space.
Since the model suite is only 678 square-feet, we played with proportion and focal points
to make the space feel as big as it could.

In order to visually widen the space, we decided to make a black horizontal stripe 
run halfway up the wall throughout most of the suite. It continues through built 
in millwork and into the desk area, creating visual interest and a striking backdrop for
the artwork. We also introduced a wide vertical black stripe behind the sofa, and above
the suite door which helps to visually heighten the space. 

The use of oversized artwork is effec-
tive at creating strong focal points 
that anchor the space and make it feel
interesting. The use of regular sized 
furniture instead of “condo sized” also
helps to make the space feel larger and
more comfortable.

How do you maximize liveable
space and functionality in small
spaces?
Maximizing space and functionality is
especially important in the kitchen. 
We focus on designing a well thought
out kitchen with maximum efficiency.
Storage is always an issue in a small
space, so whenever possible we use full-
height cabinetry and favour drawers over
doors. To free up valuable counter space,
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In what types of projects do Studio
8 Design specialize?
We specialize in condo amenities, sales
centres and model suites, as well as restau-
rants, retail and residential work.

What were the developer’s expec-
tations for the interiors? What did
they have in mind for the design? 
CanAlfa Group wanted the Liberty Central
model suite to be ultra cool, modern, and
a showcase for the latest developments in
condo design. 

Who is this project designed for?
How does that get interpreted in
the space?
This project is in the heart of Liberty
Village which has become the city’s hot
spot for young creative professionals. We
love designing for this demographic
because they are design savvy consumers
who appreciate great design. We can 
really push the envelope with an edgy
interior and they get it. This especially
comes through in the use of artwork. We
actually selected it first in the design
process rather than last and we feel that 
it really helped add to the urbaneness of
the space.

What was your inspiration for Liberty
Central’s model suite design?
We really wanted to play off the creative
aspects of the neighbourhood. It is a
neighbourhood inhabited by artists,
designers, visual people and trend-setters.
We wanted the model suite to be graphic,
bold and stand out from the crowd. We
used strong graphic elements, amazing
artwork and bold contrasts to really create
a wow factor. 
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we tuck microwaves and bulky appliances under counters and consider appliance
layout so that plumbing pipes are minimized. We also design kitchen islands to
double as eating bars, eliminating the need for a dining table in a small space. 

In living areas, we design custom or built-in millwork that provides lots of 
storage while adding interest and display opportunities to an otherwise boring
wall. Another often overlooked but important aspect of designing a small space
is the room’s sectional or sofa and ensuring that it’s the proper distance from an
entertainment wall. It makes a huge difference to the people using the space and
to their enjoyment of the space.

Does this project have longevity?
We feel that it does, as it uses modern clean-line elements that will not go out of
style. By using a palette of predominantly grey, black and white, we designed this
space to feel relevant for years to come. 

What words would you use to describe this project?
Overall this development will stand out in the neighbourhood for being cutting
edge, cool and hip.

Your design incorporated a lot of impactful colours. Describe your
inspiration behind that.
For the interiors, we wanted to bring in a lot of graphic elements and high 
contrasts of black and white. 

We were very selective about where we added colour. It is limited to the
orange, pink and chartreuse in the artwork, the pink led glow in the sofa and the
purple wall in the bedroom. We felt that the colour would be more impactful
that way.

Tell me about the value of good design.
Does design translate into increased
sales? 
Absolutely. Every developer should know 
that the money they spend on great design
translates into increased sales. Today’s consumer
is educated and expects great design. They know
the competitor’s offerings, and if a developer
becomes out of touch with the marketplace,
consumers will take their business elsewhere.

How do you describe what you do?
What does interior design mean to you?
What we do is a mix of very practical and very
creative thinking. We really love solving com-
plex problems and finding brilliant creative
solutions to them. We love coming up with
unique designs that inspire, excite and delight.

Interior design for me means enhancing and
improving lives. That applies whether I am
designing a commercial space or a residential
space. I feel really lucky to be able to do some-
thing I love so much for a living. For me it is a
way to give the best of my creativity, ingenuity
and dedication to help projects succeed.  cL

To work with an interior designer on your next project, 

visit designFIND at idcanada.org. 


